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Noon-12:30 p.m. 
The Effects of Laws and Religion on Fertility Rates in Africa 
Mia Barber 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
Fertility rates in Africa range from replacement level to very high. Many of the highest fertility 
rates in the world are concentrated in African countries. With much international attention on 
fertility rate as an indicator of development, examining the factors affecting fertility rate may 
provide valuable information for policymaking. Scholarship has examined factors of both 
biological and socioeconomic nature and their effects on fertility. This study aims to fill a void in 
the socioeconomic realm, which focuses on factors such as education and urbanization by 
examining the effects of laws and religion on fertility rates in Africa.  
 
1-1:30 p.m.  
The Effects of Foreign Aid in Africa 
Megan Barber 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
Billions of dollars are spent on foreign aid each year. Large portions of these funds are funneled 
into Africa. Despite these efforts, Africa still seems to be lagging behind with much of its 
population living in poverty. Leaving one to wonder, how does foreign aid affect Africa? There 
is a high volume of literature devoted to answering this question, yet the debate continues 
without a clear consensus. The author offers an analysis of two theories that have been put 
forward to explain the relationship between aid and (under) development in Africa. In this paper, 
the author critically examines each theory, testing the validity of each in order to determine how 
best to support development in Africa in the future. 
 
1:30-2 p.m. 
Forty-Four’s a Lady 
Matthew Roberts 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
After his first year in office, political commentators began discussing President Obama’s style of 
governing. In a June 2010 article, Washington Post columnist Kathleen Parker asserted that 
Barack Obama is America’s first female president. As shocking as these claims may seem, 
Parker explains that Obama is the first president to successfully utilize a feminine rhetorical 
style. This study seeks to understand the validity of Parker’s claims. To do so, Dow and Tonn’s 
model of a feminine rhetorical style will be explored and applied to several of Obama’s public 
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speeches. After application, implications of this test will be discussed to understand the 
importance of gendered communication in the political sphere.  
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